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has been actually reversed. Tho Laws of
Kepler were certainly a great step in advance;
and these rested on conceptions of motion
and geometrical figure, and numerical selection
alone. Had Astronomy been content with,
these, and rejected all notions that lay beyond
the phenomenal movements as worthless meta-
physical abstractions, it might have remained
nearly stationary to the present day. But when
Newton onco dealt with the conception of force,
as the cause of motion, and used phenomena
to decide, not the motions themselves, but tho
forces by which they were caused, Astronomy
woke as from a trance at tho entrance of this
metaphysical element, and has moved on over
since, with great strides, towards its fall per-
fection. Kepler's laws in themselves wei*o
empirical, and therefore sterile, however beau-
tiful in their simplicity. Force, a metaphy-
sical idea, needed to marry Phenomenal Science,
and all the later fruitfulnoss of astronomical
observation and research is due to this union
alone*

Biology stands higher, and nour tho summit,
in M. Comtek arrangement or hierarchy of tho
sciences. DOCJS tho Law of Eras suit better
in this case? First, looking to (ho past, it
impossible horo to cUstingtiiKli a thco-